
June 10, 2020  

 
As you are all aware, COVID-19 has created many challenges for schools and activities throughout the 

country. Recently, the guidelines released by the Pennsylvania Department of Education and the 

Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association were made available to the public. These guiding 

documents are being used by school districts throughout the state of Pennsylvania in an effort to safely 

and effectively restart activities in schools throughout the Commonwealth.  

 

It is our belief that within the frameworks that have been provided, every school district can and should 

be able to have a successful marching season this fall. Using the documents provided by PDE and PIAA 

as a starting point, in addition to guidance released by the American Bandmasters Association, The 

Collegiate Band Directors National Association, and the National Federation of State High School 

Associations, it is our intent to provide the Guide to Restarting the Marching Arts under COVID-19, 

following all guidelines provided by the various state associations and the Centers for Disease Control. 

While this document will be written following specific Pennsylvania guidelines, we hope this can be 

modified to assist programs in neighboring states as well. 

 
The goal of this guide is to be a tool for advocacy within your individual school districts. This document 

will be a conversation tool between band directors and administrators in the plans to successfully 

implement a safe and successful marching band season under the various guidelines recommended by 

these state and national organizations. 

 
We hope this tool will be helpful in each band director’s preparations for the remainder of the summer 

and the upcoming fall. As the situation continues to remain fluid, there will be adjustments and additions 

to this document throughout the summer months. We encourage all member directors to start by 

forwarding this message to their building principals, administration, and appointed "Pandemic 

Coordinator" as soon as possible. Further, we want to emphasize that all of these plans must be approved 

by each individual school district's board of directors prior to being put into action. Our goal is to have 

this guide in your hands within the next 10-12 days. 

 
Thank you. 

 
Adam Nobile – Cavalcade of Band President – Big Spring High School Director 
Justin McAdams – Cavalcade of Bands Vice President – Phoenixville High School 

 


